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Name:_______________________________________Period______Date________ 
 

Grade 11, Unit 1 Pre-assessment 
 

 
Read the following excerpt from Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton:  
 
“. . . But when winter shut down on Starkfield and the village lay under a sheet of snow 

perpetually renewed from the pale skies, I began to see what life there – or rather its 

negation – must have been in Ethan Frome’s young manhood. 

 I had been sent up by my employers on a job connected with the big power-

house at Corbury Junction, and a long-drawn carpenters’ strike had so delayed the work         

[5] 

that I found myself anchored at Starkfield  – the nearest habitable spot – for the best 

part of the winter. I chafed at first, and then, under the hypnotizing effect of routine, 

gradually began to find a grim satisfaction in the life.  During the early part of my stay I 

had been struck by the contrast between the vitality of the climate and the deadness of 

the community.  Day by day, after the December snows were over, a blazing blue sky      

[10] 

poured down torrents of light and air on the white landscape, which gave them back in 

an intenser glitter.  One would have supposed that such an atmosphere must quicken 

the emotions as well as the blood; but it seemed to produce no change except that of 

retarding still more the sluggish pulse of Starkfield.   When I had been there a little 

longer, and had seen this phase of crystal clearness followed by long stretches of        

[15]  
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sunless cold; when the storms of February had pitched their white tents about the 

devoted village and the wild cavalry of March winds had charged down to their support; 

I began to understand why Starkfield emerged from its six months’ siege like a starved 

garrison capitulating without quarter.  Twenty years earlier the means of resistance 

must have been far fewer, and the enemy in command of almost all the lines of access  

[20] 

between the beleaguered villages; and, considering these things, I felt the sinister force 

of Harmon’s phrase:  “Most of the smart ones get away.”  But if that were the case, how 

could any combination of obstacles have hindered the flight of a man like Ethan Frome?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 
Wharton, Edith. Ethan Frome. Everbind Anthologies. Lodi, New Jersey: Marco Book Company. 2

nd
 

Printing, 2003. 
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Multiple Choice Questions  

1. When speaking of the snow in Starkfield, the narrator creates a mood that is:  
 
A. carefree 
B. mournful 
C. energetic  
D. oppressive 

 
 

2. Which sentence best supports your answer? 
A. “I chafed at first, and then, under the hypnotizing effect of routine, gradually 

began to find a grim satisfaction in the life.” (line 7) 
B. “Day by day, after the December snows were over, a blazing blue sky poured 

down torrents of light and air on the white landscape, which gave them back 
in an intenser glitter.” (line 10) 

C. “I began to understand why Starkfield emerged from its six months’ siege like     
a starved garrison capitulating without quarter.”  (line 18) 

D. “Most of the smart ones get away.”  (line 22) 
 

 
3. What literary device is used by the narrator in lines 16-17? 

 
A. Onomatopoeia 
B. Simile 
C. Aphorism 
D. Personification 

 
 

4. Overall, what is the main idea of the passage above? 
 
A. How dangerous intense snow and cold can be. 
B. Life in a remote village can be difficult but rewarding. 
C. Life in Starkfield is grim; residents either leave and flourish or stay and brood. 
D. The narrator thinks Ethan Frome is an above-average person 

 
 

5. Which sentence best supports your answer? 
 

A. “…But when winter shut down on Starkfield and the village lay under a sheet 
    of snow perpetually renewed from the pale skies, I began to see what life there  
    – or rather its negation – must have been in Ethan Frome’s young manhood.”   
   (line 1) 

B. “One would have supposed that such an atmosphere must quicken the 
emotions as well as the blood; but it seemed to produce no change except that 
of retarding still more the sluggish pulse of Starkfield.” (line 12) 
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C. “Twenty years earlier the means of resistance must have been far fewer, and    
the enemy in command of almost all the lines of access between the 
beleaguered villages; and, considering these things, I felt the sinister force of 
Harmon’s phrase:  ‘Most of the smart ones get away.’ ”  (line 19) 

D. But if that were the case, how could any combination of obstacles have 
hindered the flight of a man like Ethan Frome?  (line 22) 

  
 

Essential Questions 

 
6.   How can I determine the central ideas or themes of a text? 

 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

7.   How does an author’s choice of story elements affect comprehension? 
 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

8.   How can I develop an effective narrative? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

Writing Task 
 
In this passage, the narrator describes the snowy setting and its effect on life in 
Starkfield – different from the life the narrator may have experienced elsewhere. 
 
Write a narrative about a day in the life of the narrator set in a location other than 
Starkfield. How does this environment differ from the setting in the passage? Include 
your own details to evoke the mood of the narrator’s life in this other location. 
 
 
Your writing should include: 

• a detailed narrative of a day in the life of the narrator in a different setting  
• a discussion of ways in which the setting contrasts with that of Starkfield 
• a clear and logical organization 
• a conclusion 
• correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
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Scoring Guide: Grade 11, Unit 1 pre-assessment 
 
Multiple Choice 
 

1. D 

2. C 

3. D 

4. C 

5. C 

 

 

Questions 6, 7, and 8 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 
Review responses to determine what students already know and understand 
about the learning targets for the unit. 
 
 
 
 
Writing Task – Use the rubric below. 

 

 

 

Construct 
Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 
comprehension 
of key ideas and 
details 
 

The response 
provides an 
accurate 
analysis of what 
the text says 
explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence 
to support the 
analysis, 
showing full 
comprehension 
of complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: 
Narrative 
creates a 
different mood 
through a 

The response 
provides an 
accurate 
analysis of what 
the text says 
explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, 
showing 
extensive 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Narrative 
creates a 
different mood 
through a 

The response 
provides a 
mostly accurate 
analysis of what 
the text says 
explicitly or 
inferentially and 
cited textual 
evidence, shows 
a basic 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Narrative 
includes a 
description of an 
alternate setting 
but  does not 

The response 
provides a 
minimally 
accurate or 
inaccurate 
analysis of what 
the text says, 
and cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or 
inaccurate 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Narrative 
does not develop 
an alternate 
setting.   

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 
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description of an 
alternate setting 
and vividly 
contrasts the 
setting with that 
of the 
description of 
Starkfield in the 
passage. The 
narrative shows 
a thorough   
understanding 
of the effect of 
setting on 
character.  

description of an 
alternate setting 
that contrasts 
with that of 
Starkfield as 
described in the 
passage. The 
narrative shows 
a general 
understanding 
of the effect of 
setting on 
character.   
 

make it clear 
that it differs 
significantly 
from Starkfield. 
There is little 
awareness of 
the effect of 
setting on 
character. 

Writing: 
development of 
ideas 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides 
effective and 
comprehensive 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides 
effective 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using clear 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
largely 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides some 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using some 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
develops the 
claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements 
minimally by 
using limited 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
limited in its 
appropriateness 
to the task, 
purpose, and/or 
audience. 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 

Writing: 
organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, 
clarity, and 
cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
a logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow 
the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, 
clarity, and 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
a logical 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
some 
coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically 
grouped ideas, 
making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas usually 
discernible but 
not obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited or no 
coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, 
making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas somewhat 
or entirely 
unclear. 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 

Writing: clarity 
of language 

The response 
establishes and 

The response 
establishes and 

The response 
establishes and 

The response has 
a style that has 

No response; or the 
response is  
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 maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending 
to the norms 
and conventions 
of the discipline.  
The response 
uses precise 
language 
consistently, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, sensory 
details, linking 
and transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone, 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending 
to the norms 
and conventions 
of the discipline.  
The response 
uses mostly 
precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, sensory 
details, linking 
and transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone, 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

maintains a 
mostly effective 
style, while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of 
the discipline.  
The response 
uses some 
precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, sensory 
details, linking 
and transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

limited or 
impaired 
effectiveness, 
with limited or 
highly deficient 
awareness of the 
norms of the 
discipline.  The 
response 
includes limited 
if any 
descriptions, 
sensory details, 
linking or 
transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone, or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable 

 not written in 
English 

 too limited to 
evaluate 

 

Writing: 
knowledge of 
language and 
conventions 
 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
consistent with 
effectively 
edited writing. 
Though there 
may be a few 
minor errors in 
grammar and 
usage, meaning 
is clear 
throughout the 
response. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally 
consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard 
English. There 
are a few 
patterns of 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage that may 
infrequently 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard 
English. There 
are multiple 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage 
demonstrating 
minimal control 
over language. 
There are 
multiple 
distracting 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage that 
sometimes 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
little or no 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are 
frequent and 
varied errors in 
grammar and 
usage, 
demonstrating 
little or no 
control over 
language. There 
are frequent 
distracting errors 
in grammar and 
usage that often 
impede 
understanding. 

No response; 
response is unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 
response is not written in 
English; 
response is too limited to 
evaluate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


